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Interactions – Get ready for 2 minutes of celebrity 
• F. BALVERT, MC Erasmus, Rottterdam, NL 

 

Visions from Space: How to make Visible the Invisible 
• R. BATTISTON, ASI, Rome, IT 

 

Climate Change: Electronics Maps to assist Public Science 
• L. BOUNEGRU, European Journalism Center, Amsterdam, NL 

 

Color and Visualization of Complexity 
• P. CIUCCARELLI, Density Design/Politecnico Milano, IT 

 

Science in the Spotlight: Managing major Media Events 
• J. GILLIES, CERN, Geneva, CH 

 

Data Journalism Media Lab 
• J. GRAY, Open Knowledge, London, UK 
 
 

 
The World’s Best Sky Talk 
• L. KRUMENAKER, HITS, Atlanta, GA, US 

 

Technology Progress and Sustainability 
• N. NOSENGO, Freelance-Science journalist, Rome, IT 

 

Light for Peace: the Sesame Project 
• G. PAOLUCCI, Sesame, Allan, JO 

 

Planning a Reportage 
• J. PASOTTI, Freelance-Science journalist, Milan, IT 

 

The Extreme Light Infrastructure 
• L. SERAFINI, INFN, Milano, IT 

 

A very special Candle: The Synchrotron Radiation 
• F. SETTE, ESRF, Grenoble, FR 

 

 
 
 

 
PURPOSE OF THE COURSE  

 

In recent years, scientists and science journalists are more and more 
paying a critical attention to the way media cover science and innovation. 
The amount of scientific information available to the general public is 
apparently increasing, but so are the energy and the competence needed to 
select, frame, interpret and understand scientific advances and their 
important implications for society. The School is aimed in general to all 
those interested in communicating science to the public, and in particular 
to those willing to start or improve a career in science journalism. The 
School is based on lectures and working sessions – held by international 
experts in the fields of science, journalism and communication – dealing 
with general topics related to science journalism and communication, and 
revolving each year around a specific theme. For 2015 the title of the 
School will be: “The Science of Light”. In fact, 2015 has been declared by 
UNESCO (and endorsed by EPS, the European Physical Society) as the 
“Year of the Light and related technologies” and manifestly Light is a 
fascinating argument for a School: accelerators are peculiar light sources 
(“synchrotron light”) whose characteristics are unique for cutting-edge 
studies of Nature and a Light “producer”, the blue LED, has even been 
declared so important for Society that its inventors deserved the 2014 
Nobel prize for Physics! Light is also subject for top-ranking modern 
experiments: in fact scientists are looking for a strange kind of Light (Dark 
Photons) as possible hint of the mysterious Dark Matter pervading the 
Universe. Light is in summary the perfect argument around which the 
School will deploy allowing a very lively interaction between top-level 
scientists and the students. The goal is to allow a new generation of 
science journalists to experience a frontier science presentation and, at the 
same time, to introduce them to the challenges of their profession. 

 
 
 
 

APPLICATIONS 
 

Persons wishing to attend the Course should apply via e-mail to:  
EISSJC@LNF.INFN.IT 

More information is available on the website: 
https://ericescijc.wordpress.com/ 

 
 

PLEASE NOTE 
Participants are expected to arrive in Erice on May 8, no later than 5 p.m. 

POETIC TOUCH 
 

According to legend, Erice, son of Venus and Neptune, founded a 
small town on top of a mountain (750 metres above sea level) more than 
three thousand years ago. The founder of modern history — i.e. the 
recording of events in a methodic and chronological sequence as they 
really happened without reference to mythical causes — the great 
Thucydides (~500 B.C.), writing about events connected with the conquest 
of Troy (1183 B.C.) said:  «After the fall of Troy some Trojans on their 
escape from the Achaei arrived in Sicily by boat and as they settled near 
the border with the Sicanians all together they were named Elymi:  their 
towns were Segesta and Erice.» This inspired Virgil to describe the arrival 
of the Trojan royal family in Erice and the burial of Anchise, by his son 
Enea, on the coast below Erice. Homer (~1000 B.C.), Theocritus 
(~300 B.C.), Polybius (~200 B.C.), Virgil (~50 B.C.), Horace (~20 B.C.), 
and others have celebrated this magnificent spot in Sicily in their poems. 
During seven centuries (XIII-XIX) the town of Erice was under the 
leadership of a local oligarchy, whose wisdom assured a long period of 
cultural development and economic prosperity which in turn gave rise to 
the many churches, monasteries and private palaces which you see today. 
In Erice you can admire the Castle of Venus, the Cyclopean Walls 
(~800 B.C.) and the Gothic Cathedral (~1300 A.D.). Erice is at present a 
mixture of ancient and medieval architecture. Other masterpieces of 
ancient civilization are to be found in the neighbourhood: at Motya 
(Phoenician), Segesta (Elymian), and Selinunte (Greek). On the 
Aegadian Islands — theatre of the decisive naval battle of the first Punic 
War (264-241 B.C.) — suggestive neolithic and paleolithic vestiges are 
still visible: the grottoes of Favignana, the carvings and murals of 
Levanzo. 

Splendid beaches are to be found at San Vito Lo Capo, Scopello, and 
Cornino, and a wild and rocky coast around Monte Cofano: all at less than 
one hour’s drive from Erice. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

More information about the other activities of the  
“ETTORE MAJORANA” FOUNDATION AND CENTRE FOR SCIENTIFIC CULTURE 

can be found on the WWW at the following address: 
http://www.ccsem.infn.it 
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